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A Service of the Word for Wednesday 5th August 2020 – Celebrating the Transfiguration 

Hymn – Knowing You (©Grahammusic with permission during lockdown) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r8XfE_VNb0&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7Ficqejf
ThU&index=7&t=0s 

GREETING 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.   Amen. 

We are gathered together as the family of God (in our Father’s presence) 
to offer praise and thanksgiving 
to ask forgiveness of our sins 
to hear and receive God’s holy Word 
to pray for the needs of the world 
and to seek God’s grace 
that through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to God’s service. 

The Lord be with you. 
The Lord bless you. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND FORGIVENESS 
O Lord, all we long for is before you; 
and our deep sighing is not hidden from you. 

But we acknowledge our wickedness; 
we are filled with sorrow at our sin. 

Be pleased O Lord, to deliver us; 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

May the Lord forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are 
and direct what we shall be, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
(with God the Son, Jesus Christ,  
and God the Holy Spirit,)  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r8XfE_VNb0&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7FicqejfThU&index=7&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r8XfE_VNb0&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7FicqejfThU&index=7&t=0s
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Transfiguration 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who revealed the glory of your beloved Son 
when he was transfigured on the holy mountain: 
mercifully grant us such a vision of his divine majesty, 
that, being purified and strengthened by your grace, 
we may be transformed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end.  Amen 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE  

2 Samuel 11.1-27 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his 
officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But 
David remained at Jerusalem.   It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his 
couch and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a 
woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the 
woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite.” So David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. The 
woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”   So David sent word to 
Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came to him, 
David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. Then David said to 
Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s house, and 
there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s 
house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told 
David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a 
journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel 
and Judah remain in booths;[a] and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in 
the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As 
you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” Then David said to Uriah, “Remain 
here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that 
day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him 
drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he 
did not go down to his house.  In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the 
hand of Uriah. In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and 
then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.” As Joab was besieging 
the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant warriors. The men 
of the city came out and fought with Joab; and some of the servants of David among the 
people fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed as well. Then Joab sent and told David all the news 
about the fighting; and he instructed the messenger, “When you have finished telling the king 
all the news about the fighting, then, if the king’s anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did 
you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? Who 
killed Abimelech son of Jerubbaal? Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from 
the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, 
‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.’”  So the messenger went, and came and told 
David all that Joab had sent him to tell. The messenger said to David, “The men gained an 
advantage over us, and came out against us in the field; but we drove them back to the 
entrance of the gate. Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall; some of the king’s 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Sa+11.1-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8271a
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servants are dead; and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” David said to the 
messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab, ‘Do not let this matter trouble you, for the sword 
devours now one and now another; press your attack on the city, and overthrow it.’ And 
encourage him.”  When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made 
lamentation for him. When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, 
and she became his wife, and bore him a son.  But the thing that David had done displeased 
the LORD, 
 
Acts 19.11-20 

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that when the handkerchiefs or aprons that 
had touched his skin were brought to the sick, their diseases left them, and the evil spirits 
came out of them. Then some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord 
Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 
proclaims.” Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. But the evil 
spirit said to them in reply, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” Then the man 
with the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered them all, and so overpowered them that they 
fled out of the house naked and wounded. When this became known to all residents of 
Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks, everyone was awestruck; and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was praised. Also many of those who became believers confessed and disclosed their 
practices. A number of those who practiced magic collected their books and burned them 
publicly; when the value of these books[a] was calculated, it was found to come to fifty 
thousand silver coins. So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

Mark 9.2-13 

The Transfiguration 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only 
Jesus.  As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to 
themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead could mean. Then they asked him, 
“Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” He said to them, “Elijah is indeed 
coming first to restore all things. How then is it written about the Son of Man, that he is to go 
through many sufferings and be treated with contempt? But I tell you that Elijah has come, 
and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written about him.” 

ADDRESS – Neil Thompson 

Some years ago I watched a TV programme which predicted that if an earthquake or 
volcanic eruption took place in the Canary Isles and a section of cliff fell into the sea, then a 
tidal wave could be produced that would travel across the Atlantic and inundate New York 
city and the East Coast of the USA. At the time I was incredulous that such a thing could 
happen. A few years later, on Boxing Day 2004, an earthquake in the Indian Ocean 
produced just such an effect inundating amongst other places parts of Sri Lanka and the 
East Coast of India some nearly 3000 miles away with the loss of many lives. The word 
‘tsunami’ came into everyone’s vocabulary. Then in 2011 a similar event brought death and 
destruction to parts of the east coast of Japan destroying a Nuclear Power Station in its 
progress. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19.11-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27592a
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Over recent years warnings of the spread of a deadly virus worldwide, a pandemic, was 
predicted. There were several false starts Sars, Bird Flu & Zica Virus and most people, 
myself included, took very little notice wanting to believe that nothing so dramatic and deadly 
as predicted could happen in this modern high-tech world of ours. Then Covid19 arrived and 
changed all our lives, at least in the short term and probably forever. These are all dramatic, 
life changing events that had been predicted but of which not a lot of notice had been taken 
until they happened. 

I would suggest that in a similar way the coming of a Messiah had been predicted by the 
prophets but until Jesus appeared on this earth probably not that much notice had been 
taken of these predictions. However when he was born into this world things began to 
change. Slowly at first but gaining momentum until it encompassed the whole world. 
Christianity had arrived. 

The experience of Peter, James & John that morning on the mountain with Jesus was one of 
those incredulous moments when what they saw and heard proved beyond doubt to them 
that Jesus was the Messiah, that he was the son of God and that he was here on earth 
amongst them. It was a life changing moment for all of them and the forerunner of many 
other miracles and predictions that soon came to pass. 

It’s early in the morning on a nice sunny day and you are standing at the foot of a mountain. 
You are with your new found friends and one of them, more serious than most, decides to 
lead you on a trek up the mountain. He pushes on ahead even though the going gets more 
difficult and the weather begins to close in. Then just as you near the summit something 
strange begins to happen and you have to pinch yourself to make sure that you aren’t 
dreaming. Your friend has turned and his face, his whole body seems to have come alive 
and transmitting a radiance which is magnificent to behold and then two figures join him on 
either side. Is this really happening? 

Well this is what happened when Jesus lead Peter, James and John up a mountain and yes 
they were astonished, wouldn’t you be, but now the disciples are beginning to understand 
just what a special person Jesus is. But wait, there’s more. A cloud begins to envelope them. 
Well this is nothing special, you often get low flying clouds on mountain tops. But this is no 
ordinary cloud for out of it comes a voice proclaiming ‘This is my son, my Chosen; listen to 
him. Then as soon as it appeared the cloud is gone and things return to normal - but not for 
the disciples. They now believe beyond doubt that Jesus is the son of God but the 
experience is too amazing, indescribable, incredible to be shared with others for now. They 
will though do as the voice, God’s voice, commanded them to do, they will listen. 

So what can we learn from this experience. Well the events that day not only opened the 
disciples eyes as to who Jesus really was but it also shows us that Jesus is the connection 
between a heavenly God and us here on earth. It reaffirms what was witnessed at his 
Baptism, that Jesus is the son of God and that he is the messenger, the mouthpiece of God. 
The presence of the prophets Moses and Elijah, for that is who the two figures were, is not 
only to fulfil the prophesies but also symbolises the fact that there is life after death and that 
Jesus by his presence between them is now raised above all others and God has positioned 
him as the ruler and the judge on earth.  

Maybe in our own lives there are events that we witness that are too astonishing and too 
incredible to describe to anyone at the time but which profoundly affect our lives and the way 
that we live them in the future. Maybe we have to climb our own personal mountain in order 
to see the light and change our lives forever. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in God the Son? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again  
 to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray to the LORD, to the God who is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in 
times of trouble. 

We pray for our communities for the elderly, confined to their homes and separated from 
family and support; for children, removed from school; for those who have lost their source of 
income; for those who fear for their home; for those who have no home; for those offering 
extraordinary, everyday kindness 
Lord in Your Mercy 
Hear our Prayer 

We pray for all key workers medical staff and hospital workers, who go to work knowing the 
risks they face; for medical researchers, seeking ways to prevent and to cure; for social 
workers, protecting the vulnerable; for care workers, providing contact and support to those 
who have no other help; for teachers, worrying about their charges; for farmers, delivery and 
shop workers, keeping the nation provisioned; for cleaners, fighting the spread of infection. 
Lord in Your Mercy 
Hear our Prayer 

We pray for the world for the leaders of the nations and their governments; for areas most 
besieged by the pandemic; for broken places where healthcare and resources are scarce, 
and the pandemic brings further suffering. 
Lord in Your Mercy 
Hear our Prayer 

We pray for the Church for our fellow members in the body of Christ throughout the world; for 
the Scottish Episcopal Church; for N., our bishop, the College of bishops, the clergy, lay 
ministers, and all the people in their care; for our hospital and hospice chaplains; for all who 
minister to the sick and the dying. 
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Lord in Your Mercy 
Hear our Prayer 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
ACT OF DEDICATION 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for the gift of your holy word: 
may it be a lantern to our feet, 
a light upon our paths, 
and a strength to our lives. 
Take us and use us to love and serve all people 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn – Lord the light of your love (©Grahammusic with permission during lockdown) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvMeTWAiUz8&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7Ficqej
fThU&index=17&t=0s 
 
DISMISSAL 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. (Alleluia) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvMeTWAiUz8&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7FicqejfThU&index=17&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvMeTWAiUz8&list=PLu8mfQRMKrc7FPlNXxBoIl7FicqejfThU&index=17&t=0s

