Midweek Service: Wednesday 2nd September, prepared by R.
Stanley.
St Aidan of Northumbria
One of Columba’s monks from the monastery of Iona, Aidan was sent as
a missionary to Northumbria at the request of King Oswald, who was
later to become his friend and interpreter. Consecrated Bishop of
Lindisfarne in 635, Aidan worked closely with Oswald and became
involved with the training of priests. From the Island of Lindisfarne, he
was able to combine a monastic lifestyle with missionary journeys to the
mainland where, through his concern for the poor and enthusiasm for
preaching, he won popular support. this enabled him to strengthen the
church beyond the boundaries of Northumbria he died on the 31st
August 651.
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
We are gathered together as the family of God in our Father’s presence
to offer praise and thanksgiving to ask forgiveness of our sins to hear
and receive God’s holy Word to pray for the needs of the world and to
seek God’s grace that through Jesus Christ our Lord and in the power of
the Holy Spirit we may give ourselves to God’s service.
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE AND FORGIVENESS
Return to the Lord, who will have mercy: to our God, who will richly
pardon.
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart. Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory be to God in the highest, and in earth peace, good will towards
men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father Almighty; and to thee, O God, the only-begotten Son

Jesu Christ; and to thee, O God, the Holy Ghost. O Lord, the onlybegotten Son Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
who takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that
takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at
the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art
holy, thou only art the Lord, thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art
most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect
Everlasting God, you sent the gentle Bishop Aidan to proclaim the
Gospel in this land.: grant us to live as he taught in simplicity, humility
and love for the poor; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity f the Holy
Spirit, through God now and forever
READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE
A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.
22
Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth!
For I am God, and there is no other.
23
By myself I have sworn,
from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness
a word that shall not return:
“To me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear.”
24
Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me,
are righteousness and strength;
all who were incensed against him
shall come to him and be ashamed.
25
In the LORD all the offspring of Israel
shall triumph and glory.
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm

R O Sing praise to God sing praises
1

Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.

2

For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth. R
3
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
4
He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves. R
5
God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises. R
7
For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.
8
God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne. R
9
The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted. R
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
16

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the
gospel! 17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my
own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18 What then is my reward?
Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge,
so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.
19

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to
all, so that I might win more of them.
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
16

Jesus said to his disciples, Very truly, I tell you, servants are not
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who
sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do
[d]

them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But
it is to fulfil the scripture, ‘The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel
against me.’ 19 I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does
occur, you may believe that I am he. 20 Very truly, I tell you, whoever
receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me
receives him who sent me.”
Thanks be to you O Lord for this your glorious Gospel. Praise to Christ
our Lord
[e]

[f]

Reflection What a fascinating story, we have no record of when he was born or
what age he was when he came to Northumbria, but reading between the lines he
was probably quite young. He arrived after the disastrous missionship of Cormán who
had caused grief by trying to spread the word by dictat and oppressive behaviour.
Aidan on the other hand arrived and right from the start was much more benign. He
talked to the common people in language they could understand, teaching concepts
they could grasp, not looking down on them but treating them as equals and friends
and fellow men. Then as their spirituality developed, he led them on to the next stage
of Christian knowledge; never patronising them but doing all this in a spirit of love.
But we have to remember that as a friend of King Oswald he had to guide him and
the nobility as well, not in obsequious servitude but also as an equal before Christ,
but at the same time not taking advantage of the regal generosity. What a delicate
balance. (I am reminded of chaplains in the armed forces who assume the rank of
the serviceman they are talking too) he had to tread.
I am struck by his piety, his humility, his generosity, taking nothing for himself, but
giving to others what was in excess of what was necessary to sustain him and
thereby do God’s will.
I am also struck by his leadership, not by telling people “You must do this to lead a
Godly life” but by example. Indeed (Leadership by example cannot be surpassed) it
is so powerful because it is above criticism and that is why St Aidan excelled
In conclusion I think the prayer of Saint Ignatius of Loyola make a fitting end to this
reflection

Teach us, good Lord,
to serve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labour and not to ask for any reward,
save that of knowing that we do your will.

Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And of all things visible and invisible: And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being

of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made: Who
for us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven, And was
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man, And
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried, And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, And
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And
he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead:
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of life, Who
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of
the dead, And the Life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A MODIFIED PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY AND PEOPLE

Almighty and Everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: At this
time when we are unable to meet together for worship because of the
corona virus; may it truly please thee to send down upon our Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons, and all Congregations committed to their charge,
the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour
upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the
honour of our Advocate and Mediator. Jesus Christ. Amen.
OUR OWN PERSONAL PRAYERS ....... Space for our own prayers.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
ACT OF DEDICATION
You send forth your Spirit, O Lord; * you renew the face of the earth.
You send forth your Spirit, O Lord; * you renew the face of the
earth.

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in all his
works.
You renew the face of the earth.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
You send forth your Spirit, O Lord; * you renew the face of the
earth.
Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of your holy word: may it be a
lantern to our feet, a light upon our paths, and a strength to our lives.
Take us and use us to love and serve all people in the power of the Holy
Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. Alleluia
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen.

